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POTTSTOWN — It was just four
months after the “golden spike” that
linked the east and west coasts by
rail was driven into the ground that
the Colebrookdale Railroad began
operations.

These days, the once-active line is
barely used more than once a

month, and there have been BU“_DING 0““

attempts to abandon it for

everything from a bike trail to a feeder road. FUTURE TGGETHER

But Mathaniel Guest has other ideas — and he's not alone.
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Guest, a 1994 Potitsgrove High School graduate, thinks the L.. l ] ;
Colebrookdale is an excellent candidate to become a tourist attraction in much the same way tourist BEFORE = t wgdn; sda‘_qr {]ctﬂhel'iﬁ
railroads in Strasburg and New Hope operate. Come Celebrate 3:00 to 7:00PM

At Our Open House from

www.ballysavingsbank.com

It was Guest who wrote the historical analysis of the line's importance when the federal government
was considering a request to abandon the line.

NATIONAL NEWS VIDEOS
Although Guest's experiise also includes a Cornell University degree in historic preservation and a
Temple Law degree, it is not his education but his obvious enthusiasm for trains that is driving his
pursuit of this project.

‘“—II_:'

*| think a lot of people under-appreciate the resources we have in this area and this is one of them,” ~ Document: Rangers Graphic: Video
] o Cadaver Dog Manager Captures Last

Guest told the roughly 30 people who gathered in the Carousel at Pottstown building Wednesday "Hit' at Mo. Predicts Moments of

night to hear his presentation. Baby's Home Offensive... Gadhafi's Life

See, Click, Fix

Part of that presentation was a look at three other tourist railroads which operate in southeastern

Railroad in Bucks County; and the Wanamaker, Kempton & Southern Railroad in Lehigh and Berks

counties ¥ scaffolding (1)

¥ Light needed at this intersection (1)
Two of them operate all year-round and all offer amenities, such as historic passenger cars, dining

i ) » Water Drainage Problem (2)
and some even offer liquor service.

¥ Unsafe Grate (1)

The Strasburg has roughly 372,000 riders annually; the New Hope line carries 80,000 annually and » Dangerous intersection (1)

the Wanamaker roughly 15.000 annually. Continued...
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Starting small, running weekends and in conjunction with special events, Guest believes the 4
Colebrookdale line could attract as many as 10,000 riders in its first year.

The HII"IE—.H’IIIE ride along the Colebrgt}k{dale which Ggest E.pald could be re-named The Hidden Come Cal ebrate wadnes‘dayt(]?:%%ﬂm AN
Valley Railroad "pecause of all the hidden valleys and vistas”™ — takes about one hour. Our Open House from 3:00 1o /7
ﬁt www.ballysavingsbank.com
E. =
Riders could depart and frequent shops or restaurants in Potistown or Boyertown before returning, BaLLy Savings Bank 1
he said.
Channel to Win 1 . o
“We could really have an important attraction and reach a critical mass where people come from all SWEEFStakES '
over to Southeast Pennsylvania to ride these trains, said Guest. “Then it becomes a sustainable R
attraction for the community and has a positive impact; it's not just a series of excursions.”
He found a lot of agreement from those in attendance Wednesday.
Paul Michini, the president and CEO of the New Hope and Ivyland Railroad was there and said he
had ridden the line and noted "I think it's one of the most scenic I've seen, certainly in southeast
Pennsylvania.”
He noted that his line “*has seen its business grow in the last 20 years, despite the economy.” . Calebrét Wednesday October 26
Gome trom 3:00 to 7:00PM
At Our QOpen House -
Ross Rowland is also no stranger to tourist railroads. Wirwa llysavingehank.oom
He has helped establish several: founder of the Freedom Train, a mobile museum which toured the
country in 1976; and is currently in charge of an effort to refurbish passenger cars for the NATIONAL NEWS VIDEOS
Greenbrier Express, a period train between Washington, D.C_, and the Greenbrier resort in West
Virginia.
Ty
“It's incredibly scenic,” Rowland said of the Colebrookdale line. "It's hard to imagine sitting in = o
downtown Pottstown how pretty the ride is.” Continued... CotoverDog M e Laet.
'Hit' at Mao. Predicts Moments of
Baby's Home Offensive adhafi's Life
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Ret home fro
the Lﬁgg%alﬂgpreehamli?aﬁm "
center often reguires additional
“And my gut is, if Nathaniel is able to garner the support of the communities on both ends of this care.
line, that it can be a very successful operation,” Rowland said. Whether you need Mursing Care,
Therapy, or Caregiver Service,
we'll prgvide wgat_ 4 il
it didn't take long to find support from both ends. istanting. care from & hiahly
of ofessional staff.
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“This is definitely an exciting possibility for us,” Pottstown Borough Manager Jason Bobst told the VICINITY . 3
group. e Servie: | CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION
He noted that Pottstown has several events, such as the Volleyball Rumble and national BMX Channel to Win 1 .
tournaments, in town which attract thousands of people. SW&EFSMI(&S '
ADVERTISEMENT
‘| think we can start off growing this on an event-based basis, also themed rides, like for Christmas,
Halloween and with Sly Fox Brewery coming to Pottstown, we can do beer tasting or wine-tasting
events in conjunction with the train,” Bobst said.
He said he envisions the Pottstown siding being in Memorial Park.
Adrianne Blank, main street manager for Building a Better Boyertown, was also on board with the
idea.
This Week's Tip:
It's the mo;t beautiful ride | v? ever tghen and it's just the right length and my 8-year-old daughter Trainina on
could take it and not go nuts.” she said. Unstable urfaces _
Exclusively By John Wood OwnerTrainer of Final Results Fitness
‘| believe there is grant money to prepare the area where the train enters Boyertown and | have
faith in this vision for both Pottstown and Boyertown,” Blank told the group. NATIONAL NEWS VIDEOS
George Wausnock, president of the Carousel at Pottstown organization, which hosted the meeting
amidst its reconstruction of a Victorian-era all-wood carousel, also expressed enthusiasm. 1
Continued... -
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He said the train, combined with the carousel and the mini-golf course the borough plans to build - E
next door as soon as the High Street bridge of the Manatawny is completed, will help make
Pottstown a destination, especially for those using the Schuylkill River Trail.
Support was also pledged in a more regional basis.
Corvigaaib10-323-724d0
Carol DeWolf, who heads up the Schuylkill Highlands Conservation Landscape Initiative, spoke 1700TNDUSTRIAL HIGHWAY. POTISTOWN. PA 19364
about how such a project fits in with the economic development study her organization recently
completed, looking at the area along the Schuylkill River from Valley Forge to Reading. Channel to Win 1 .
Sweepstakes |
Already the area boasts “the highest number of culturally significant resources anywhere,” adding R
that the plan calls for supporting sustainable, eco-friendly tourism and development “at the
gateways and river towns.”
“This is in the iron and steel heritage area,” DeWolf said. “We have history nobody else has.”
Outdoor recreation, tour providers and other hospitality businesses will help the economic base
without debasing the natural, historic and cultural resources on which they depend, DeWolf said.
“This ar?a Fan be a ree?l three-day desltinat.ion that is I"!DI a Candyl,rland or Disney, t}u.t true towns with C me Calebrét Wednesday Qﬁ%%%:' Hg'lﬁ
authentic history that will enhance tourism,” DeWolf said. "There is a lot of opportunity for new Al gu r Open House from 300 to 7"
business here that people don't really know.” Wirwa llysavingehank.oom
There are also opportunities to obtain the right equipment to get the idea on the right track, said
Guest.
According to his presentation, “a newly restored steam locomotive is available for lease and
passenger cars will need to be restored and boarding infrastructure constructed.” vk
[ L.
The project is plausible, Guest said, with sufficient determination and resources. &ﬁ:::'gug :ﬂaa”rf;egrzr gﬁ:r';ﬂdf
'Hit' at Mao. Predicts Moments of
Baby's Home Offensive adhafi's Life
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Recently, the $55 million Virginia and Truckee Railroad was established with $10 million in federal Py MO VIS Sttt s HE
funding and $1 million in state funding. See, Click, Fix
It generated 76 permanent jobs; 750 construction jobs and another 118 jobs from support » Tired of drivers going the wrong way down ... (1)
aftractions, he found. » scaffolding (1)

“The next stage, is identifying unanswered questions and forming a nonprofit entity to proceed with » Light needed at this intersection (1)
this project.” said Guest. » Water Drainage Problem (2)
He can be reached via e-mail at neg1@cornell.edu P Unsafe Grate (1)

¥» Dangerous intersection (1)
You can follow Evan Brandt on Twitter @PottstownNews
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barnabas wrote on Oct 15, 2011 10:37 PM: % _ 4

’,
“ | think Mr Guest has something here. Why not use existing infrastructure, like a 9-mile rail line, and give “Au"TED-
it a new purpose? Our communities need to look ahead and embrace new ideas. Manufacturing will not be - Does your deck make scary
what drives our local economy. " noises when you walk on it?
* Does its appearance make your
Report Abuse house look like a haunted house?
jean valjean wrcte on Oct 16, 2011 7:07 AM: Click Here to visit our online portfolic
- . . . _ , F_ / Get Decked 610-948-1625
I've taken younger family members to Strasburg 100+ visits, and they love it. While that's steam oy f PAIEGIT
engines, an attraction by themselves, the ride is pleasant, and never lacking for passengers. Strasburg . ‘ E mwu i;J
runs 2 concurrent trains on many weekends, and weekdays during the summer. This could easily be a
success. "
Report Abuse
Photo Galleries
DaisyBGreen wote on Oct 16, 2011 5:40 AM:
" “ou are right on barnabas and | am simply thrilled at this idea. Trains are such an integral, fascinating
part of our history that still, today, play a vital role in moving our nation. The fascination factor is never
diminished from generation to generation.
# View All Galleries  ® Share your Photos & Video
# Order Photo Reprints
| have nurtured the thought of having a train museum in Pottstown, somewhere near the river, constructed
of old train cars, some with overnight accommodations, run like a bed and breakfast.  poveRTsEMENT .. .
. . _ _w 0 &40 |'et Our Catering Dept!
“You can live your dreams if you can embrace change. It's by taking chances that you'll learn how to be ? Do the Cooking 2
brave.” - Mikita Koloff *
Report Abuse
resident wote on Oct 16, 2011 3:50 AM:
" Brilliant! "
Report Abuse
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Report Abuse
zeta 24 wote on Oct 16, 2011 9:45 AM: Plan Your Fall
Party Online
" | am astonished that a proposal to invest heavily in a coal fired boiler would garmer such a wide circle of rty
support from environmental advocates. Perhaps some of this readily available grant money and federal and
. . . . - Most P | Maost C ted Maost Sh d
state funds could be used to insure that the pipes of Reading that have put 10's of millions of gallons of oo | e
raw sewage into the river recently be replaced as the consent order mandated. 4 years is a very long time * Friday's Sound Off (1830)
not to comply with requirements to insure public safety. " * Former Boyertown wrestling coach pleads guilty
to inappropriate contact with minor (1745)
Report Abuse 2 Downtown music in Pottstown leads to PDIDA
dispute (1681)
oldninthewa t Oct 16, 2011 12:01 PM:
Y wrote on ! # PennDOT removes campaign signs on Route 422
" | believe Mr Guest's idea might be just the answer that Pottstown has been searching for. " in Lower Pottsgrove and Limerick (1261)
# Vehicle Overturns in Amity Twp. crash(VIDEQ)
Report Abuse (377)
#* Amity man testifies he sold illegal guns on
LOGIN TO COMMENT Pottstown streets (967)
ou must be logged in to post a comment. VLT RFIEE EL I TR T T e
outsourcing custodial work (206)
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